Mesencephalic root fibers of the trigeminal nerve in the cat.
The trigeminal nerve has three motor roots and one sensory root in the cat. One of the motor roots can be divided into two bundles: the larger and the smaller. These motor roots form the common root with the sensory root at the exit from the pons, sometimes being separated partially by the subarachnoidal space between the medial and the ventral part of the common root. The mesencephalic root fibers are observed numerously in all the motor roots. Some degenerated fibers are observed in the sensory root. The transitional zone of the trigeminal nerve root between central and peripheral nervous system is occupied by interlocking processes of the fibrous astrocyte.